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The Mature Students Office is part of the Access Centre.
The aim of the Access Centre is to create a supportive
learning environment where students who have
experienced socio-economic disadvantage, students with
disabilities and mature students are enabled to access
and succeed in third level education. This involves a wide
range of educational approaches and specialist services
that include Access Programmes, Disability Support
Service, and the Traveller Education Officer, and are
targeted at large numbers of students who are classified
by the Higher Education Authority as ‘non-traditional.
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Returning to Education
— Access Diploma Programmes

University of Galway’s Access Centre offers pre-university preparatory Access and Foundation
diploma programmes for under-represented groups in higher education, including those

from socio-economically disadvantaged backgrounds, students with disabilities and mature
students including adults who may be in employment.

The preparatory programmes are student centred

and are delivered in a very supportive environment

by experienced tutors and staff. The overall aim

is to give the chance of college to everyone and
to provide an opportunity to progress to full-time
or part-time degrees once the foundation year is
completed. Each year over 200 students progress
to university and excel in their new degrees.
Continued support is provided to all students by
the Access Centre.

Subjects

Subjects offered are in the areas of Humanities,
Science and Business and alongside core
subjects such as Academic Writing, Study SKills,
Technology and Career/College Guidance. Upon
completion and meeting certain grades, students
progress to full-time degrees in these areas
including Health Sciences, Law and Engineering.

]

Mature Students are those aged 23 years or over.

School Leavers are those aged 22 year or under.

Outreach Access Courses

These free programmes are delivered in centres
such as Tuam and An Cheathrd Rua which is

a bi-lingual programme. They are made up of
both Mature Students and School Leavers from
disadvantaged backgrounds.

Diploma in Foundation Studies
Science, Technology and Engineering

This is a joint diploma delivery with ATU and is

a fee-paying evening programme that runs two
evenings and some Saturdays from September
to May and is suitable for those over 22 who are
interested in moving onwards to a full-time or
part-time degree in University of Galway or ATU
in areas such as Engineering, Science, Computer
Science and Health Sciences. Academic subjects
include Maths, Biology, Chemistry and Physics.
Support Modules include Academic Writing,
Study Skills, Technology and Career/ College
Guidance. Fees are €380 for employed and €60
for unemployed.

Diploma in Foundation Studies
Business, Arts and Law

This is a joint diploma delivery with ATU and is

a fee-paying evening programme that runs two
evenings and some Saturdays from September
to May and is suitable for those over 22 who

are interested in moving onwards to a full-time
or part-time degree in University of Galway or
GMIT in areas such as Business, Humanities

and Law. Academic Support Modules include
Academic Writing, Study Skills, Technology and
Career/College Guidance subjects include Maths,
Economics, Business Skills and Accountancy. Fees
are €380 for employed and €60 for unemployed.









Quick Guide for Mature Students

For each degree, assessments, interviews or academic criteria and further education

apply. Please refer to this guide for detailed information on all application criteria. In all CAO
applications include a Statement of Intent and Relevant Information to the degree applied for.
Include additional pages if necessary.

Course | Course Name Mature Quick Guide For Mature Students
Code Places
Allocated
2020
GY101 | Bachelor of Arts (Joint-Honours) Unlimited | MSAP
GY104 | BSc (Psychology) 1 MSAP, Further Education in Psychology, Statement of Intent.
GY105 | History Unlimited | MSAP
GY109 | Arts (Mathematics and Education) 2 MSAP, Honours Maths, Experience and Statement of Intent.
h . 8 } MSAP, Background in Children or Youth Studies through Further Education, Work
GY110 ATts W'th Ch|IQrens S_tudles (AWC) / 4 Experience. On your CAO application please indicate which stream of GY110 you
Arts (Children’s Studies) (ACS) -
would like to study.
GY111 | Arts (English and Creative Writing) MSAP, Evidence of written works or publishings and recent studies in a relevant area.
GY113 | Human Rights with Arts MSAP and work/life experience and further education in human rights issues.
Bachelor of Arts in Drama, . . Lo
GY118 e ey 2 MSAP and work/life/performance experience and further education in theatre.
GY119 | BA with Journalism 1 MSAP and work/life/ experience and further education in writing.
. ; Irish from Leaving Cert to an Honours standard both written and oral, written
SIZZ | N2 Deine (Cumarsid) z assessment and interview.
GY123 | BSc Applied Social Sciences 3 MSAP and work/life/experience and further education in social issues.
. MSAP exam plus Leaving Cert Mathematics. Evidence of IT experience in web design
GY125 | Arts (Digital Arts and Technology) 2 and coding is desirable.
MSAP exam plus evidence of interest in film and screen with a brief description of a
GY127 | Arts (Film and Digital Media) 2 topic of a media of your choice and further education studies completed in a relevant
area.
GY128 Arts (Global Languages) 5 MSAP exam plus evidence of an aptitude for languages supported by either further
Places to be approved education, leaving cert or life experience of living in a non-English speaking country.
. MSAP exam plus evidence of an aptitude for languages supported by either further
GY129 | Arts (Global Experience) 2 education, leaving cert or life experience of living in a non-English speaking country.
GY130 | Arts (Music) 2 MSAP exam plus ability to read music.
GY132 Government (Politics, Economics and 5 MSAP Exam.
Law)
BA Education (Computer Science and
GY133 Mathemathical Studies 2 MSAP Exam plus Honours Maths.
GY134 | BSc (Geography and Geosystems) 2 MSAP Exam plus evidence of Maths and Science ability from Leaving Certificate or
equivalent.
GY135 | Arts (Global Media) 2 MSAP plus evidence of media background and further education.
. . Evidence or Gaeilge or French from the Leaving Cert. Irish Interview applies and an
GY136 | Na Ddna (Léann Teanga) 2 Irish Written Test is required. MSAP NOT required.
GY137 Child, Youth and Family: Policy and 9 MSAP, Background in Children or Youth Studies through Further Education, Work
Practice Experience.
Criteria for selection include an assessment of the candidate's ability to benefit from,
GY201 | Commerce Unlimited | and to undertake the programme. Experience and educational background are taken
into account. An aptitude for Mathematics is beneficial. Interviews are not required.
’ . Criteria as for GY201. In addition, you must submit evidence of certificates/diplomas
GY202 | Commerce with French Unlimited obtained studying the French language.
. L Criteria as for GY201. In addition, you must submit evidence of certificates/diplomas
GY203 | Commerce with German Unlimited obtained studying German.
GY204 | Commerce with Spanish Unlimited | Criteria as for GY201. In addition, a proven aptitude for learning modern languages.
! ! . Criteria as for GY201. In addition, an aptitude for Mathematics (normally Leaving
GY206 | Business Information Systems Unlimited Certificate ordinary level) is required.
Criteria as for GY201 and should have studied maths to Leaving Certificate
’ . standard or equivalent. A good standard of English is an advantage. An aptitude for
GY207 | Commerce (Accounting) iz Accountancy (normally Leaving Certificate or equivalent) is desirable and where
possible to have taken exams and modules in an Accountancy Technician course.
GY208 | Commerce (Gaeilge) 2 Criteria as for GY201 and have a HC3/H4 in Leaving Certificate Irish.
Gy | Sommeee (Ehele) BipEiEnes) 2 Criteria as for GY201.

Places to be approved




Course | Course Name

Mature
Places
Allocated

Quick Guide For Mature Students

GY261

Bachelor of Business Studies
(International Hotel Management)

2020

Criteria as for GY201.

GY250

Law & Business

Unlimited

Criteria include an aptitude for legal study, Accountancy, Mathematics, and the
likelihood of successful completion of the course. A strong statement of intent is
required in the CAO application. A good standard of the English, written and verbal
(normally leaving cert standard or equivalent).Students may be required to attend an
interview.

GY251

Law (BCL)

Unlimited

A strong statement of intent is required in the CAO application. A good standard
of the English, written and verbal (normally leaving cert standard or equivalent).
Students may be required to attend an interview.

GY252

Law (BCL) and Human rights

A strong statement of intent is required in the CAO application plus evidence of
voluntary work in Human Rights areas. A good standard of the English, written and
verbal (normally leaving cert standard or equivalent). Students may be required to
attend an interview.

GY253

Law and Taxation

Criteria as for GY250.

GY254

Law (BCL) Criminology and Criminal
Justice

A strong statement of intent is required in the CAO application. A good standard
of the English, written and verbal (normally leaving cert standard or equivalent).
Students may be required to attend an interview.

Evidence of mathematical and science ability is desired either from the Leaving

GY301 | Science (Undenominated) Unlimited | Certificate or from Further education completed. Please include statements of
Leaving Cert exam.
I GY303 | Biomedical Science Unlimited
I GY304 | Biotechnology Unlimited
I GY308 | Environmental Science Unlimited
I GY309 | Financial Mathematics and Economics | Unlimited
I CGY310 | Marine Science Unlimited Evidence of mathematical and science ability is desired either from the Leaving
I GY313 | Health and Safety Systems Unlimited | Certificate or from Further education completed. Please include statements of
I GY314 | Earth and Ocean Sciences Unlimited Leaving Cert exam.
I GY318 | Biopharmaceutical Chemistry Unlimited
I GY319 | Mathematical Science Unlimited
I GY320 | Physics with degree options Unlimited
I GY321 | Genetics and Genomics Unlimited
o922 | gtcuaa soences
GY401 | Engineering (Undenominated) Unlimited
I GY402 | Civil Engineering Unlimited
I GY405 | Mechanical Engineering Unlimited
I GY406 | Electronic and Computer Engineering | Unlimited | A minimum of grade C3 Higher Level Maths (H5) is desirable and evidence of science
studied at Leaving Cert Level or equivalent. IT and Technical Drawing subjects, will
I GY408 | Biomedical Engineering Unlimited | pe considered; therefore please include statements of Leaving Cert exam.
I GY410 | Project and Construction Management | Unlimited
I GY413 | Engineering - Energy Systems Unlimited
I GY414 | Engineering - Electrical and Electronic | Unlimited
oaso | ComputerScknce and ormaton | g | AT o rade C3 Haer Levl et (19 i dssrabl and evionce of sefence

Technology

will be considered; therefore please include statements of Leaving Cert exam.

GY501

Medicine (Surgery and Obstetrics)

Honours Leaving Cert Laboratory Science (C2 or H4 minimum) such as Chemistry,
Physics, Biology or Agricultural Science is required. HPAT test must be completed
and Interview for shortlisted candidates.

GY502

Occupational Therapy

Honours Leaving Certificate Science and work experience in a health care area is
required for consideration to Occupational Therapy, Speech and Language Therapy
and Podiatric Medicine. A strong Statement of Intent is required in your CAO
application.

GY503

Speech and Language Therapy

Honours Leaving Certificate Science and work experience in a health care area is
required for consideration to Occupational Therapy, Speech and Language Therapy
and Podiatric Medicine. A strong Statement of Intent is required in your CAO
application.

GY504

Podiatric Medicine

Honours Leaving Certificate Science and work experience in a health care area is
required for consideration to Occupational Therapy, Speech and Language Therapy
and Podiatric Medicine. A strong Statement of Intent is required in your CAO
application.

N ovss

Nursing Science (General)

Nursing Careers Exam.

B ovsie

Mental Health Nursing

Nursing Careers Exam.

N ovs17

Midwifery Science

Nursing Careers Exam.




I've always been fascinated by the medical side of things. Both in
terms of being supportive, empathetic, and caring, as well as the
physical/academic side of anatomy and how the body works. When

I discovered there was a healthcare assistants’ program, I thought

it was fantastic and that I would be able to fulfil my dream in part,
so I enrolled in FETAC. Then an opportunity arose to do an Access
Course, science route, at University of Galway during the pandemic.

Two nights a week to reacquaint myself with life after leaving school,
even though I never truly stopped (small courses) - constantly striving
to achieve a pinnacle where my aim and dream could be realized. We
were guided through the entire process by fantastic, experienced
tutors who provided us with all the extra aid we needed, particularly in
arithmetic and academic writing.

[ was encouraged to apply through the CAO process and then again
through the NMBI, as they had a different testing process. The dream
of one day attending university was always in the back of my mind.
However, all the normal anxieties of cost, time, transport still over
clouded the prospects.

[ was overjoyed with my Access Course results, and the
knowledge and experience I gained were fantastic. I was
offered a place in Midwifery - I had never imagined that

I would be able to attend University, let alone such a
difficult course. We were given academic advisors, linked
in with funding organisations and told where we could
always get support and guidance. I am pleased to say that I
have completed my first year and am completely impressed
with the course, my future prospects, and the opportunity
to live my dream. If I can encourage anyone, no matter
your age or circumstances - if I can, you can!

Karen Strydom /i
47, Midwifery /



College of Arts, Social Sciences,
and Celtic Studies

The College of Arts, Social Sciences, and Celtic Studies is at the cutting edge of new
thinking in every subject offered within our programmes. Our degrees are designed to
inspire your intellectual curiosity, build your capacity for creative and critical thinking.

Joint-Honours

(Statement of Intent not required in the CAO application
unless applying for other listed degrees to follow)

GY101 Bachelor of Arts

MSAP Exam Only and No Interviews
(score of over 80 required)

BA Degrees

(A Statement of Intent must be completed in your
CAO application)

GY111 Bachelor of Arts with Creative Writing

MSAP Exam plus knowledge of the
degree, evidence of written work and all
further education courses completed in a
relevant area. Interview may apply.

GY113 Bachelor of Arts with Human Rights

MSAP Exam plus knowledge of the degree,
evidence of work in a related area and all
further education courses completed in a
relevant area. Interview may apply.

GY119 Bachelor of Arts Journalism

MSAP Exam plus knowledge of the degree,
evidence of work in a related area and all
further education courses completed in a
relevant area. Interview may apply.

GY110 Arts with Children’s Studies
(Child and Youth studies)

MSAP Exam plus knowledge of the degree,
evidence of work in a related area and

all further education courses completed

in a relevant area. Interview may apply.

On your CAO application please indicate
which stream of GY110 you would like to
study

GY137 Arts (Child, Youth and Family: Policy
and Practice)

MSAP Exam plus knowledge of the degree,
evidence of work in a related area and all
further education courses completed in a
relevant area. Interview may apply.

Denominated

(A Statement of Intent must be completed in your
CAO application)

GY118 Bachelor of Arts in Drama, Theatre &
Performance Studies

MSAP Exam plus knowledge of the degree,
evidence of work in a related area and all
further education courses completed in a
relevant area. Interview may apply.

GY104 Bachelor of Arts (Psychology)
MSAP Exam and evidence of further
education in the area of psychology.
Psychology can also be studied through
the Arts Omnibus GY101 and mature
applicants are encouraged to put both
programmes on their CAO application

GY105 Bachelor of Arts (History)

MSAP Exam Only (Statement of Intent not
required in the CAO application)

GY109 Bachelor of Arts (Mathematics and
Education)

MSAP Exam plus Honours Leaving
Certificate Maths.



College of Arts, Social Sciences,
and Celtic Studies (Continued)

GY123 BSc (Applied Social Sciences)

MSAP exam plus knowledge of the degree,
evidence of work in a related area and all
further education courses completed in a
relevant area. Interview may apply.

GY125 Bachelor of Arts (Digital Arts and
Technology)

MSAP exam plus Leaving Cert
Mathematics. Evidence of interest and/

or experience in Information Technology
is desirable. A strong statement of intent
should show knowledge of the degree,
your motivation for studies and efforts of
any further education completed in recent
years

GY127 Bachelor of Arts (Film and Digital Media)
MSAP exam plus evidence of interest in
film and screen with a brief description
of a topic of a media of your choice and
further education studies completed in a
relevant area.

GY128 Bachelor of Arts (Global Languages)

MSAP exam plus evidence of global
languages, not including English.

GY129 Bachelor of Arts (Global Experience)

MSAP exam plus evidence of an aptitude
for languages supported by either further
education, leaving cert or life experience
of living in a non-English speaking country.

GY130 Bachelor of Arts (Music)

MSAP exam and must have the ability to
read music.

GY132 Bachelor of Government (Politics,
Economics and Law)

MSAP exam.

GY133 BA Education (Computer Science and
Mathematical Studies)

MSAP Exam plus Honours Maths with a
H5.

GY134 BSc (Geography and Geosystems)

MSAP Exam plus evidence of Maths and
Science results from the Leaving Cert or
from further education in these areas.
This degree involves a proficient level

of maths and science ability. A strong
statement of intent in the CAO application
demonstrating knowledge of the degree.

GY135 Bachelor of Arts (Global Media)

MSAP Exam plus evidence of media
interest and further education completed
in a relevant area. A strong statement

of intent is required in your CAO
application demonstrating knowledge
and commitment to the degree.

Acadamh na hOllscolaiochta Gaeilge

GY122 Na Dana (Cumarsaid agus Gaeilge)

Leaving Certificate Irish, Irish Interview,
Irish Written Test is required. MSAP NOT
required. Demonstrate knowledge of the
degree, evidence of work in a related
area and all further education courses
completed in a relevant area in your CAO
application.

GY136 Na Dana (Léann Teanga)

Degree Options: BA Gaeilge agus Léann
an Aistriichdin ¢ BA (Fraincis agus Léann
an Aistriichain) Leaving Certificate

Irish and French for BA Fraincis. Irish
Interview applies and an Irish Written
Test is required. MSAP NOT required.
Demonstrate knowledge of the degree,
evidence of work in a related area and all
further education courses completed in a
relevant area in your CAO application.










I did the Access Foundation Science course in
2020/2021 and it could not have prepared me better for
a Health Science degree. I had not done science for my
Leaving Cert, so was worried I would find it difficult.

The tutors were incredibly helpful and supportive

and although it was hard at times, there was so much
help available when I needed it. It got me used to

the routine of studying, assignments, and exams. The
supplementary modules like academic writing really set
me up for success in a full-time course as I could start
off on the right foot from day one.

By the time I started my degree, [ was already familiar
with the University’s many resources and so could focus
on learning. Meeting other mature students was also
helpful as all of us had similar concerns and interests,
and so could support each other.

Siafra Conroy
25, 1st Year Speech and Language

Therapy Student




College of Business, Public

Policy, and Law

University of Galway has a long history and is internationally recognised for producing
high-quality, market-ready graduates in all areas of Business, Public Policy and

Law. We offer a wide range of programmes, which are all taught by staff who are at
the forefront of original thinking and innovation, ensuring you get the best student

experience for your future career.

J.E. Cairnes School of Business &
Economics

GY201 Bachelor of Commerce

Criteria for selection include an
assessment of the candidate’s ability

to benefit from, and to undertake, the
programme. Experience and educational
background are taken into account.
Evidence of Mathematics from the
Leaving Cert is required. Interviews are
not required. Include a strong statement
of intent in your CAO application
demonstrating knowledge of the degree,
professions, and career plans.

GY202 Bachelor of Commerce (International
with French)

Criteria as for GY201. In addition, you must
submit evidence of certificates/ diplomas
obtained studying the French language.

GY203 Bachelor of Commerce (International
with German)

Criteria as for GY201. In addition, you must
submit evidence of certificates/ diplomas
obtained studying German.

GY204 Bachelor of Commerce (International
with Spanish)
Criteria as for GY201. In addition, a proven
aptitude for learning modern languages.

GY206 Bachelor of Science (Business
Information Systems)

Criteria as for GY201.

GY207 Bachelor of Commerce (Accounting)

Criteria as for GY201. Candidates should
have studied maths to Leaving Certificate
standard or equivalent. A good standard

of English is an advantage. An aptitude for
Accountancy (normally Leaving Certificate
or equivalent) is desirable and where
possible to have taken exams and modules
in an Accountancy Technician course.

GY208 Bachelor of Commerce (Gaeilge)

Criteria as for GY201 and have a H4 in
Leaving Certificate Irish.

GY209 Bachelor of Commerce (Global

Experience)
Criteria as for GY201.

Shannon College of Hotel
Management

GY261 Bachelor of Business Studies

(International Hotel Management)
Criteria as for GY201




College of Business, Public
POliCY, and Law (Continued)

School of Law

GY250 Bachelor of Law & Business

Accountancy (normally leaving cert
standard or equivalent) and Mathematics
(normally leaving cert standard or
equivalent) are required. In addition, a
strong statement of intent is required in
the CAO application. A good standard of
the English, written and verbal (normally
leaving cert standard or equivalent).
Students may be required to attend an
interview.

GY251 Bachelor of Law (BCL)

A strong statement of intent is required in
the CAO application. A good standard of
the English, written and verbal (normally
leaving cert standard or equivalent).
Students may be required to attend an
interview.

GY252 Law (BCL) and Human Rights

Criteria for selection include an
assessment of the candidate’s ability

to benefit from, and to undertake, the
programme. Experience and educational
background are taken into account.
Voluntary or work experience in Human

Rights issues. Interviews are not required.

GY253 Law and Taxation

Accountancy (normally leaving cert
standard or equivalent) and Mathematics
(normally leaving cert standard or
equivalent) are required. In addition, a
strong statement of intent is required in
the CAQ application. A good standard

of English, written and verbal (normally
leaving cert standard or equivalent).
Students may be required to attend an
interview.

GY254Law (BCL), Criminology and Criminal

GY101

GY201

Justice

A strong statement of intent is required in
the CAO application. A good standard of
the English, written and verbal (normally
leaving cert standard or equivalent).
Students may be required to attend an
interview.

Bachelor of Arts (Joint-Honours) in Law

Criteria is MSAP exam Only - Refer to page
25

Law in Bachelor of Commerce

Criteria for selection include an
assessment of the candidate’s ability

to benefit from, and to undertake, the
programme. Experience and educational
background are taken into account.
Leaving Cert Mathematics is required or
equivalent. Interviews are not required.
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College of Science and
Engineering

At University of Galway you will get a first-class education across all Science and Engineering
disciplines, taught by lecturers who are leading experts in their fields, and who will prepare
you for an interesting and challenging future in your chosen specialism.

GY401 Undenominated Engineering

GY402 BE (Civil)

GY405 BE (Mechanical)

GY406 BE (Electronic and Computer)

GY408 BE (Biomedical)

GY410 BSc (Project & Construction Management)
GY413 BE (Energy Systems)

GY414 BE (Electrical & Electronic)

GY350 BSc (Computer Science & Information Technology)
GY301 Bachelor of Science

GY303 BSc (Biomedical Science)

GY304 BSc (Biotechnology)

GY308 BSc (Environmental Science)

GY309 BSc (Financial Mathematics and Economics)
GY310 BSc (Marine Science)

GY313 BSc (Environmental Health and Safety)
GY314 BSc (Earth and Ocean Sciences)

GY318 BSc (Biopharmaceutical Chemistry)

GY319 BSc (Mathematical Science)

GY320 BSc (Physics - degree options in Applied, Astrophysics, Biomedical, Theoretical)
GY321BSc (Genetics and Genomics)

GY322 BSc (Agricultural Sciences)









College of Medicine, Nursing
and Health Sciences

The College of Medicine, Nursing and Health Sciences comprises three schools: Health
Sciences, Nursing and Midwifery, and Medicine. We work to provide programmes that
are grounded in clinical expertise and cutting-edge research to best prepare you for a
challenging career in the changing healthcare environment.

GY501 Bachelor of Medicine (MB) of Surgery (BCh) and of Obstetrics (BAO)
GY502 BSc (Occupational Therapy)

GY503 BSc (Speech and Language Therapy)

GY504 BSc (Podiatric Medicine)

GY515 Bachelor of Nursing Science (General)

GY516 Bachelor of Nursing Science (Mental Health)

GY517 Bachelor of Midwifery Science

35





















