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2026

The National Contests Committee wish to thank all ICA members who
took part in the 2025 competitions, and we also look forward to great
participation in our 2026 Programme.

We would also like to thank Jeni the Manager and all the staff in An
Grianan for their absolute cooperation in running Contests Weekend.
Entries for 2025 competitions were greatly increased in some areas e.g.
Eleanora Cup for Drama saw a record entry. We hope that this trend will
continue for 2026.

We are very grateful to Gempack Foods who have once again supported
our competitions, and we thank them sincerely for that.

We as a committee intend to do our best to deliver a good programme
with more limited resources. Due to reduction in sponsorship, we felt we
had no option but to increase entry fees to some competitions.

We hope you understand.

Mile Buiochas as ucht bhur dtacaiocht

Thanks for your support.

Esther Cahill & Deirdre Hickey
Cathaoirleach & Runai

Chairperson & Secretary
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PROGRAMME

2026

Points of Note to all competitors in National ICA
Competitions:

The National Competitions are open to ICA members
only.

A paid-up member for the purpose of entering the
competition is a member for which current membership
fee has been received and recorded in the Central
Register of Members at the Registered Office of the
Association.

The National Contests Committee reserves the right
to confirm membership status for entrants. Please
ensure you have your membership card with you when

attending competitions.

Please adhere strictly to the criteria of each specific
competition.

All work must have been completed in the 12month
period prior to the closing date.

There must be at least two entries in any competition
for it to be held.

Judge’s decision is final in all competitions.

No late entries will be accepted.
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PROGRAMME

2026

Points of Note to all competitors in National ICA
Competitions:

From 2020 onwards, 1st Prize in any competition will
only be awarded to the same entrant/team for two
consecutive years. Having enjoyed 1st Prize for two
consecutive years, the winning entrant/team will not be
allowed participate in this competition again for a period
of one year.

All Cups, Plaques, Shields and Trophies must be
returned to the ICA National Competitions Committee
one month prior to that competition being run again or
at an event in the first half of 2026 (if any).

Names and photographs of competition entrants /
winners / audiences may be posted on our website
www.ica.ie and on our Facebook page. If you do not
want your name/photograph posted to those sites,
please indicate this clearly to the Competitions
Committee on your entry or at competition events.

Entering any of the National ICA competitions is
deemed acceptance of the terms of entry, points of note
and the rules as directed by the ICA National Contest
Committee.

All bookings for B&B must be made with Catherine
Ross for the Competitions Weekend 28" February — 2™

March 2026. Contact No. 087 267 9167. Lunch/Dinner
must be booked directly with An Grianan.
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PROGRAMME

2026

Points of Note to all competitors in National ICA
Competitions:

As there has been low to no interest in Irish set
dancing and singing we, the committee, have decided
to make some changes. We still want to promote our
Irish culture which is very important. So, with the help
and support of the National Executive Board, a new
competition is being introduced for 2026. Part 1 will take
place at the Competitions Weekend and Part 2 will be
held during the Irish weekend 6™ - 8" March 2026.

All entries must have correct phone and email
addresses. A message (WhatsApp) will be sent to all
entrants two days after the closing date. Also please
note that when the results are available these will be
sent on WhatsApp to each category involved.

We have introduced three new competitions this
year. Each one has a link to improve our Organisation. All
are sponsored so it would be great if Guilds would enter
and enjoy.

It is very important to show kindness and respect to
all. We are all members and working hard for our great
organisation. Sometimes we may get it wrong but by
working together we can all achieve the best for
everyone. We hope that there is something for all
members in this booklet.
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PROGRAMME 2026

Points of Note to all competitors in National ICA
Competitions:

Please note Federation Heats must be held for the
following:

Table Quiz

Gem Pack

Pitch and Putt
Regional Presidents

Please read all the criteria for each competition very
carefully. This booklet covers all competitions for 2026
but may not be part of the "“National Contest”.

We hope that we have included something here for
everyone. If you or your Guild have requests for future
years, please let us know.

Mile Buiochas as ucht bhur dtacaiocht
Thanks for your support.

Esther Cahill & Deirdre Hickey
Cathaoirleach/Runai
Chairperson/Secretary

l:'c::'_:

Page7 of 37



PROGRAMME 2026

Competitions which are not included in the
National Contest in 2026

Memorial Handcraft Trophy.
Breda McDonald Trophy.
Breda McDonald Trophy Entry Form.

The above two competitions are part of Handcraft \Week.

Regional President’'s Competition 2026
“A Tea Cosy” any medium.

Please note this competition is open to all Guilds.

The National Brown Bread Baking Competition 2026

Please note the National Brown Bread Baking
Competition is not part of the National Contests.
The information for this competition will be
included in the National Mailing in May 2026 and
the final will be in An Grianan in July, subject to
confirmation.

Contact Central Office for more information.

01668 0002

office@ica.ie
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PROGRAMME 2026

National Contests \Weekend 2026

Date: 28" February - Monday 2" March 2026

Location: An Grianan.

Gempack Baking Competition

Closing Date: Friday 6™ February 2026
National Final: Monday March 2" 2026

The GEMPACK Baking Competition Final will be held in An Grianan on
Monday, 2" March.

The competition is for a Cherry Cake, 20cm round tin.
One cake per Federation. Proof of Gempack purchases is required
at Federation and National Competitions.

The Federation Winners will be invited to come to An Grianan on
Sunday 1** March, 2026. High Tea, B&B and Monday lunch will be
provided (sponsored by Gempack). Registration of the entries will take
place at 10.30am on Monday, 2" March .

The names of the Federation winners must be submitted to National

Contest Secretary, Deirdre Hickey, Berring's, Co. Cork P12 HC78 by
Friday 7™ February 2026
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PROGRAMME 2026

Creative Writing Competition

Closing Date: Friday 6" February 2026.
National Final: Monday March 2" 2026.
Entry Fee €10: Please make cheques payable to ICA Contests.

A short story titled “Places/Situations that have made me the person |
am today.”

(Maximum 2,000 words, word count must be stated).

Please send entry marked “Creative Writing Competition” to National
Contests Secretary, Deirdre Hickey, Berring’'s Co. Cork P12 HC78.
Please include your name, address, telephone number, email address,
Guild and Federation on a separate sheet of paper and submit with
your entry.

Entries must be typed on one side of paper only, using double
line spacing and font - Times Roman, size 12. Send a hard copy
to Deirdre Hickey with your entry fee of €10 no later than 7*"

February 2026 and email a copy to
deirdrehickey46@gmail.com. Please make cheques payable to ICA
Contests.

We hope to produce the Creative Writing Booklet containing all
entries. Your story will be included unless you opt out at the time of
submitting your entry. If you would like us to return the original story,
please include a stamped self-addressed envelope. Six stories will be
shortlisted to go forward to the National Final in An Grianan on
Monday, 2" March 2026 and will be read by the writer, or a person
of their choosing, on Monday afternoon. The shortlisted writers will be
treated to dinner on Sunday evening, B&B and Monday lunch.
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PROGRAMME 2026

National Table Quiz

Closing Date: Thursday 12" February 2026
National Final: Saturday 28™ February 2026

Entry Fee €285 (€15 for Teams not staying overnight in An
Grianan): Please make cheques payable to ICA Contests

e Team of three participants, which can be made up from the same
Guild, as before, or from different Guild members in a Federation,
but only one team from each Federation can go forward for the
National Final.

e Entry Fee €30 at Federation round.

e Qut of the entry fees for the table quiz, we are asking Federations
to pay for dinner and B&B for their winning team to attend the
National Final at An Grianén on Saturday 28" February at 2pm.
Teams must make own arrangements for lunch.

* There will be ten rounds with ten questions in each round at the
National Final. There will be some questions in very basic Irish.

Please send names of winning team (printed in Block Capitals) and
cheque for €285 made payable to ICA Contests to National Contests
Secretary, Deirdre Hickey, Berring's, Co. Cork P12 HC78 marked
“National Table Quiz", Please include contact numbers and email
addresses. Booking for An Grianan to be made with Catherine Ross,
087 267 9167.
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PROGRAMME 2026

Part 1— New Irish Competition

Closing Date: Friday 6" February 2026
National Final: Sunday 1 March 2026
Entry Fee €5 per person at the door

15 minutes from empty stage to empty stage.

Irish Dance/Irish Music/Irish Song/Irish Story - Solo or Group
“A Showcase of Irish Culture”

Please send entries marked Irish Competition Part 1 to National
Contests Secretary, Deirdre Hickey, Berrings, Co. Cork P12 HC78.
Please include Guild, Federation, contact name, address, and
telephone number.

* Please note: PART 2 - Will take place during the lIrish
Weekend 6™ - 8" of March 2026.
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PROGRAMME 2026

Baumann Shield for Music
(Open Guild Competition)

Closing Date: Friday 6™ February 2026.

National Final: Sunday 1 March 2026.

Entry Fee: €5 per person at the door.

Two Songs:

1. Song of your choice from The Woman's Heart compilation album.
2. A song from any Irish female country singer.

Group: minimum of 4 singers (need not all be from same Guild).

Accompanist need not be an ICA member, but all singers must be
paid-up members.

No backing tracks allowed. Costumes will not gain marks.
Please send entry marked “Baumann Music”, which should include
the names of the two songs, Guild, Federation, contact name,

address, telephone number and email address to National
Contests Secretary, Deirdre Hickey, Berring's, Co. Cork P12 HC78.
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PROGRAMME 2026

Eleanora Gibbon Cup for Drama
(Open Guild Competition)

Closing Date: Friday 6™ February 2026
National Final: Sunday March 1° 2026
Entry Fee €5 pp on the door at the final
Theme: "Did that really happen?”

Twenty minutes empty stage to empty stage.

Tables/ chairs / hand-held props / musical instruments / electronic
devices only.

Please send entry marked “Eleanora Gibbon Cup for Drama”,
which should include the photo of the performers and their Guild,
Federation, contact name, address, telephone number and email
address to: National Contests Secretary, Deirdre Hickey,
Berring’'s, Co. Cork P12 HC78.
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PROGRAMME

Part 2 —New Irish Competition

National Final: 6™ - 8" March 2026 - Irish Weekend.

Urlabhraiocht Eifeachtach Comortais

(a) Sliocht prois ullmhaithe a léamh:
(Prose prepared)

Sliocht prdis gan ullmhu a Iéamh:
(Prose not prepared)

(b) Sliocht filiochta ullmhaithe a |éamh:
(Poem prepared)

Sliocht filiochta, gan ullmhu, a Iéamh:
(Poem not prepared)

(c) Oraid ullmhaithe:
(Speech prepared with question on the speech
from Judge afterwards)

Ceisteanna o6n mhreitheamh tar éis na h-éraide.

2026

timpeall 3 néim

timpeall 3 néim

timpeall 3 néim

timpeall 3 né6im

timpeall 10 néim

(d) Oraid ar dbhar de rogha an iarrthéra le cabhair nétai:  timpeall 3 néim

(Speech chosen by the candidate with the help of

notes - questions afterwards)

Ceisteanna 6n mhraitheamh tar éis na h-oraide.
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Inter Federation Cup for Photography
Closing Date: Friday 27" February 2026
National Final: Sunday March 1% 2026

Entry Fee €5 per photograph: Please make cheques payable to
ICA Contests.

Titles: Colour Photograph: Old Buildings
Black and White Photograph: “A Bridge”

Size of Photographs - 5x7 inches, 13 x 18 cm - unmounted.
Photographs entered must have been taken by the entrant.

Please send entry marked “Photography” to National Contests
Committee Secretary, Deirdre Hickey, Berring's, Co. Cork P12

HC78.

No details of entrant on photograph.
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PROGRAMME 2026

Baumann Cup for Art

Friday 27" March 2026
Please make cheques payable to ICA Contests

Painting “Still Life"
Unsigned, unmounted and unframed.

Acrylics only — mixed medium will be disqualified, on canvas not larger
than 14" x 18" (35.5cm x 45cm)

Please send entry marked “Art"” to National Contests Committee
Secretary, Deirdre Hickey, Berring's, Co. Cork P12 HC78.

Please include your name, address and correct phone number,
email address, Guild and Federation on a separate sheet of paper
and submit with your entry. Please include stamped self-addressed
envelope for return.

No details of entrant on painting.
All paintings will be returned. Prize giving at the National AGM 2026.

It would be great if the winners could bring their painting with them to
show case at the AGM.
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PROGRAMME 2026

NEW COMPETITION
Art (Watercolour)
Friday 27" March 2026
Please make cheques payable to ICA Contests
Watercolour Painting: "Winter Scene.”
Unsigned, unmounted and unframed.

Watercolours only — mixed medium will be disqualified, on canvas not
larger than 14" x 18" (35.5cm x 45¢cm)

Please send entry marked “Art (Watercolour)” to National Contest
Secretary, Deirdre Hickey, Berring's, Co. Cork P12 HC78.

Please include your name, address and correct phone number,
email address, Guild and Federation on a separate sheet of paper
and submit with your entry. Please include stamped self-addressed
envelope for return.

No details of entrant on painting.
All paintings will be returned. Prize giving at the National AGM 2026.

It would be great if the winners could bring their painting with them to
show case at the AGM.
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Comortas Gael Linn

Closing Date: Friday 27" February 2026.
Entry Fee €10: Please make cheques payable to ICA Contests.

Scéal/Story:
“Na Cuimhru is fearr ata agam o m'Athair agus mo Mhathair”

The best memory | have from my Father and Mother

Suas go dti 700 focal
Up to 700 words

Entries to be sent marked “Comértas Gael Linn" to the National
Contests Secretary, Deirdre Hickey, Berring's, Co. Cork P12
HC78. Please include contact name, address, telephone number,

email address, Guild and Federation on a separate sheet of paper
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Guild Year Book for the Betty
Manning Trophy

Friday 3™ April 2026.
Please make cheques payable to ICA Contests.

The competition for 2025-2026 is to produce a Guild Yearbook, which
will give details of all Guild activities for the year. The Yearbook will be
from April 2025 to March 2026. It will be a record of all the things the
Guild does during the above ICA year with and for its members. It
should include photographs, reports or anything of relevance to a
particular Guild event. The Yearbook should promote the Guild by
including information on Guild meetings, outings, classes, workshops
and activities such as crafts, drama, sports etc. The Yearbook should
tell of the fun and friendship enjoyed by Guild members throughout
the year. The Yearbook should tell of charitable work and community
involvement. It should celebrate the successes of members and of the
Guild. It should speak of Guild involvement at Federation and National
level.

It may be handwritten and/or computer generated. Presentation will
be important. The yearbook must be A4 size.

The Guild Yearbook must be the work of at least three Guild
members, but we would envisage it being a real Guild effort with
various people being involved throughout the ICA year, recording
events as they happen.

Entries to be sent marked “Guild Book of the Year" to the National
Contests Secretary, Deirdre Hickey, Berring's, Co. Cork P12 HC78.
Please include contact name, address, telephone number, email
address, Guild and Federation on a separate sheet of paper
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Inter Federation Trophy for Crafts

Closing Date: Friday 27" March 2026.
Entry Fee €10: Please make cheques payable to ICA Contests.
Craft: Soft Toy (any medium)

Minimum height 10 inches
Maximum height 14 inches

Please send entry marked “Craft” to National Contests Secretary,
Deirdre Hickey, Berrings, Co. Cork P12 HC78.

Please include your name, address, telephone number, email
address, Guild and Federation on a separate sheet of paper and

submit with your entry.

Please enclose a stamped self-addressed envelope for return.

Page21 of 37



PROGRAMME 2026

Muriel Gahan Rosebowl

Closing Date: Friday 27" March 2026.

Entry Fee €10: Please make cheques payable to ICA Contests.
Item: Beaded Jewellery - A Bracelet

Please send entry marked “Muriel Gahan” to National Contests
Committee Secretary, Deirdre Hickey, Berring's, Co. Cork P12
HC78.

Please include your name, address, telephone numbers, email
address, Guild and Federation on a separate sheet of paper and

submit with your entry.

Please include an appropriately sized stamped self-addressed
envelope for return.
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NEW COMPETITION
Lace

Closing Date: Friday 27" March 2026.

Entry Fee €10: Please make cheques payable to ICA Contests.
Item: Carrickmacross Lace

Minimum size 10 x 10 inches

Please send entry marked ‘Lace’ to National Contests Committee
Secretary Deirdre Hickey, Berring's, Co. Cork P12 HC78.

Please include your name, address, telephone number, email
address, Guild and Federation on a separate sheet of paper and

submit with your entry.

Please enclose an appropriately sized stamped addressed envelope
for return.
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Gardeningnew competition
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