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12th December 2025 

 

 

Dear Mary, 

 

As Chair of the Advisory Committee on Women’s Stories, I am writing to you to express my 

deep appreciation for your support and assistance throughout our work.  You very generously 

shared your time, insights, personal experiences and expertise, which greatly assisted us as we 

reflected on the complex and sensitive matters at hand.  I am very grateful to you for your 

participation and engagement.   

 

We presented our report to the Minister for Culture, Communications and Sport, Patrick 

O’Donovan T.D. on 22nd October 2025.  This week, Minister O’Donovan brought the report to 

Cabinet, and it was positively received.  The report has now been published on the 

Department’s website - Advisory Committee on Women’s Stories.  It contains 31 separate 

recommendations, organised for ease of reference under 8 broad themes.  I hope that these 

recommendations will help the Government to implement the positive changes that will 

enhance and enrich the visibility, participation, and influence of women and women’s voices, 

in all their diversity, across all aspects of cultural life.   

 

Minister O’Donovan warmly welcomed our report, acknowledging that women’s stories, 

voices and influence have not always been fairly represented and that this has caused great hurt 

to many.  The Minister has advised that he intends to give our recommendations his full 

consideration and to progress our recommendations, including our recommendations for 

enhanced supports for the National Cultural Institutions and other collecting institutions, and 

the development of a permanent, dedicated women’s museum.   

 

As you know, consultation has been a cornerstone of our work, particularly with representatives 

of under-represented and marginalised groups, and other voices not represented on the 

Advisory Committee.  From the outset, we sought to adopt a broad and inclusive approach, and 

this rich diversity of shared perspectives, insights and experiences greatly supported and 

strengthened our deliberations.  Our recommendations are underpinned by the wealth of 

research, analysis and information gathered through the open and stakeholder consultations, 

the work of the NCI Collections Review and the Dedicated Presentation/Women’s Museum 

subgroups, and the independent research into models of representation across the national and 

international cultural landscapes.  I am very grateful to everyone who made such a 

comprehensive and important contribution to these various strands of our work programme.   

https://www.gov.ie/en/department-of-culture-communications-and-sport/publications/advisory-committee-on-womens-stories/


 

I am sure that you will be interested to read our report and to follow progress on the 

implementation of the recommendations in the coming years.  If you have any queries or 

feedback, please do not hesitate to contact myself or the Secretary to the Advisory Committee, 

Orlaith Lochrin [orlaith.lochrin@ccs.gov.ie].  

 

 

With very best wishes,  

 

 

Yours sincerely,  

 

 
_______________________ 

Dr Sandra Collins 

Chair of the Advisory Committee on Women’s Stories 

 

 


